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IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 
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application. 

2 A copy of the report and its annexes, rf any, is being transmuted to the .nternationa. Bureau ior 
communication to all the elected Offices. 

* «,= =i q ^ 0 h offirss the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
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For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the eleoted Offioes. see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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and industrtal applicability descnbed n *^^> » ^eWl^dMon& or different criteria for the 
preliminary ."^"^SSfflSS mvemfons is patentable or not" (see also Article 
Egn&*SS*3SSi exemptions"^ pa,en,abi«y, requ.rements for 

enabling disclosure, clarity and support for the claims. 
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1 This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 

' Aumority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 
2! This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
3 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

n «hp»te nf the description claims andbr drawings which have been amended and are the basis of 1 Ms report 
D SSffi^'a^ by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Season 607 of the 

Administrative Instructions). 
□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority 

beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated In item 4 of Box No. 1 and the 
Supplemental Box. 

■ h □ (sent to the International Bureau only) a. total of (indicate type and number of electronic earner^)) ; ^n^ing a 
( ^^nXm^r^b)BB related thereto, in computer readable form on y, as indicated in the Supplemental 
lox Re\a% ^SeSSma Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



13 Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 
B Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 
B Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No- 1 Basts of the report 



1 With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andfor 55.3) 

9 With reaard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
Ytave btt^ OKce in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to tn this 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

j_1 2 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1.-19 as originally filed 
Drawings, Sheets 

1£-56 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andfcr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report IWed batow 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsjfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. « 
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— Box No v Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations suppor ting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-19 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-19 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-19 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 



1§i^r^rK"C (if DEC 2005 



1 The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US-A-5 797 429 (SHUMWAY ET AL) 25 August 1 998 (1 998-08-25) 

2 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (cf.col.5, line 21 - col.9, line 64, fig. 4 - 6) a valve from which the 
subject-matter of claiml differs in that it uses a five-way linear spool valve, 
comprising two pistons connected by a spool located inside a cylinder having five 
ports. By moving the spool back and forth within the cylinder, the ports are alternately 
opened and closed. 

2.1 The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2.2 The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as how to 
provide a valve with a simple construction and improved sealing. 

2 3 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 

considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: 

A three-way two-position valve is provided, the valve comprising a housing with three 
ports, a valve chamber and a poppet body, the poppet body being adapted for 
reciprocation between two valve seats. 

3 Claims 2 - 19 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



Re Item VII. 



The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parantheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2004) 
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